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Innovation is at the heart of academic work. Scholars across fields create and disseminate new 
insights and new understandings. Other scholars and interested parties digest, evaluate, and build 
upon these insights. Scholarly communication therefore requires a balance between innovative 
thought and conventional expression. The subtitle of this year’s symposium, “Innovation and 
Evaluation”, is an invitation to consider the forms of scholarly communication, and the ways in 
which scholars balance innovation and insight on one hand, with standards of rigor and precision 
on the other. We are interested in forms of pedagogy that develop academic writing and 
presenting skills, as well as innovative approaches to communication that may advance scholarly 
practices. 
  
The Fourth International Symposium on Academic Writing and Critical Thinking at Nagoya 
University brings together scholars from various fields to discuss principles and techniques of 
academic writing and scholarly communication. Of particular interest is the balance between 
innovative scholarship and norms of presentation and publishing. 
 
Scholars at any stage in their academic career are invited to submit proposals on critical thinking 
and academic writing or communication for oral presentations of twenty minutes plus ten minutes 
for questions and discussion. Parallel sessions in English, Chinese, French, German, and Japanese 
will encourage lively and dynamic exchanges regarding approaches and experiences related to the 
practice and teaching of scholarly communication in Japan. 
 
Send proposals of no more than 250 words to awct@ilas.nagoya-u.ac.jp. Scholars wishing to 
present in the English-language session should write their proposal in English. Please include your 
name, institutional affiliation, phone number, postal address, and email address. The deadline for 
submissions is the 22nd of November 2018. DEADLINE EXTENDED: DECEMBER 10th, 2018 
 
The symposium is organized by: 
 
Department of Academic Writing Education (Mei-Writing) 
Institute of Liberal Arts & Sciences 
Nagoya University 
 
Symposium Email: awct@ilas.nagoya-u.ac.jp 
 
Web: http://meiwriting.ilas.nagoya-u.ac.jp/symposium.html 

Organizing Committee 
(in alphabetical order): 
Nicolas Baumert 
R. Joel Deacon 
Paul W.L. Lai 
Jian Lu 
Masashi Kasaki 
Chad Nilep 
Kyle Nuske  
Markus Rude 
David Toohey 
Mark Weeks 
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